
Wow, how fast the year is going. I can’t believe it is April already. 

There is a great range of new and former students hustling and 

bustling around the school and the ‘study vibe’ is very much alive 

and pumping.  

In my general English class, the students have been super busy 

learning loads and loads of new vocabulary and grammar 

functions. As well as vocabulary and grammar, the students have 

been reading a range of interesting stories, learning about New 

Zealand culture and learning to communicate like a local.  

We have also been out and about the town enjoying the last of 

the warm weather, before we all batten down the hatches and 

prepare for the icy blast expected to be rudely thrown upon us 

during Winter. However, I expect to be home nursing a new baby 

in front of my cosy fireplace and reading a good book when the 

winter weather is at its worst.  

Well that’s all I have to report for now. To all my students (past 
and present) keep up the good work and remember to relax and 
enjoy Dunedin as well as studying hard. 
Happy Easter 

Jessica Thompson 
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All students past and present are 
warmly invited to join us for Easter 

drinks; 
Place: The Ra Bar in the Octagon , 

Date: Thursday  1st April 2010  
Time: 4:30pm. 

 

Ask Ginny or Kelly for directions and 
ȬÈÏÐȭ ÄÏ×Î ÆÏÒ Á ÄÒÉÎË.  

A Message from your Principal 

Over the last few months the school has helped a 

number of students to achieve their desired 

goals. One of the sad aspects of this is that we 

have to say goodbye to so many of the people 

that we come to know and respect so much.   

On the bright side the school is moving towards 

being full with a large number of different 

nationalities and wonderful personalities.   

As a teaching staff we are constantly challenged 

and very eager to deliver the best to our new 

students so there is little chance of being bored! 

 We are now fully into our busy academic year 

with the beginning of our After School classes, 

TESOL course and UMAT study.  

I am sure that over the next few months we will 

continue to achieve our goals of helping students 

through their English “hurdles”.  Don’t forget to 

check out our Facebook site to learn more about 

what we get up to.   

John Williamson    

 

 

March/April 2010 

EASTER HOLIDAYS! 
 

English Advantage will close for Easter on 
Friday 2nd April 2010 

and re-open on Tuesday 
6th April 2010. 

 

Have an excellent break and come back 
refreshed for more English Advantages. 

A message from Kelly. 
 

Hi everyone! Iôm the new 

face behind the front 
desk; I think I have met 

all of your smiling faces 
already. 

 
Thanks for your patience 

so far, Iôm trying to learn 

the ropes quickly so I can 
stop saying, ñIôll just 

check with Ginny.ò  
 

If thereôs anything you 

need help with, Iôll do my 
best ... or Iôll ask Ginny 

and get back to you J 
 
K 
 

English Advantageôs roving reporter caught up with 
our newest teacher, Michael, this week. Find out all 
the goôs! 
Q:  How long have you been at English Advantage? 
A:  Since January this year. John called me and I jumped 
at the chance to work at this illustrious establishment. 
Q:  Have you been in Dunedin a long time? 
A:  Not really. I flew across the ditch from the mainland 
for the first time in 2006 and have never looked back. 
Dunedin is a great little city. 
Q:  How do you find your students? 
A:  Wonderful. The students are very motivated, which 
makes them a pleasure to teach. They are full of 
interesting stories from their own cultures and have set 
themselves great goals in coming to New Zealand to 
learn English. 
Q:  Have you taught international students before? 
A:  I certainly have. Australia is a multi-cultural melting 
pot, and there are many people from all corners of the 
globe. I mainly taught secondary-aged students in high 
schools and state and private language colleges, and 
adult learners here in Dunedin. I also teach the Global 
TESOL College Foundation course, which prepares 
people to teach English overseas. 
Q: What do you get out of this job? 
A:  For me, itôs the best job in the world. If you have been 
bitten by the language bug, it is endlessly fascinating to 
dabble in new languages at the same time as you teach 
students English. It also makes you realise the dvantages 
as well as the limitations of your own culture when 
students compare and contrast their own value systems 
with those of Western culture. 
Q:  Do you think itôs important for students to travel in 
New Zealand during their course? 
A:  Absolutely. Itôs a beautiful country which people from 
all over the world visit to experience the Kiwi 
environment, and you donôt even have to go in for 
extreme sports to enjoy it! Students can learn so much 
more outside the classroom and take some wonderful 
memories back home with them.   
Q:  What are some challenges of the job? 
A:  Getting students to take risks and try out new lnguage 
in natural conversation, and understanding that practicing 
each language skill helps the others. Also that there are 
no easy ways to learn a second language, just a lot of 
effort, as long as you can enjoy it and keep motivated ï 
and do your homework! 
Q:  Well, that was very informative, and maybe even 
helpful for all our students. 
A:  Thank you. You can see me anytime in Classroom 2 
from 8am every day. 
 


